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were not afraid to imperil their worldly career, or even
their reputation for sanity, by championing an un-
popular cause with no possible motive save the love of
truth and that sense of chivalry which revolted at the
persecution of a woman. Dr. Ashburner, one of the
Royal physicians, and Sir Charles Isham, were among
those who defended the medium in the public Press.
Mrs. Hayden's mediumship seems, when judged
by modern standards, to have been strictly limited in
type. Save for the raps, we hear little of physical
phenomena, nor is there any question of lights,
materializations or Direct Voices. In harmonious com-
pany, however, the answers as furnished by raps were
very accurate and convincing. Like all true mediums,
she was sensitive to discord in her surroundings, with
the result that the contemptible crew of practical jokers
and ill-natured researchers who visited her found her
a ready victim. Deceit is repaid by deceit and the
fool is answered according to his folly, though the
intelligence behind the words seems to care little for
the fact that the passive instrument employed may be
held accountable for the answer. These pseudo-
researchers filled the Press with their humorous
accounts of how they had deceived the spirits, when
as a fact they had rather deceived themselves. George
Henry Lewes, afterwards consort of George Eliot, was
one of these cynical investigators. He recounts with
glee how he had asked the control in writing: " Is
Mrs. Hayden an impostor ? " to which the control
rapped out: " Yes.5' Lewes was dishonest enough to
quote this afterwards as being a confession of guilt
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